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**For Properties Not Eligible for Government-Run Debris Removal Program** 

 
Property owners in the Palisades and Eaton burn areas who don’t qualify for a Government-Run Debris 
Removal Program (i.e., Phase 1 and Phase 2 Cleanup) but plan to clean up fire debris from their property must 
follow guidelines to control fugitive dust (“dust”) during removal, transport, and disposal. Property owners or 
their contractors must control dust generated during the work to both prevent dust nuisances in the 
surrounding area and protect those working on fire debris removal by following these dust control and worker 
safety protocols:  
  

1. General Dust Control Measures  
a. Use water or an approved dust suppressant, or both, to minimize airborne dust at all times.  
b. Prior to removal, thoroughly pre-wet all ash and debris to be removed using a fine spray nozzle 

to prevent dust from becoming airborne.  
 

2. Fire Debris Transportation  
a. All fire debris must be transported to an approved landfill in a manner that prevents dust from 

escaping.  
b. All loads must be wetted and covered with a tarp, including concrete and metal debris.  Ash 

and loose fire debris must be fully encapsulated with 10-mil plastic prior to loading and 
transport.  
 

3. End-of-Day Debris Management  
a. Any fire debris not removed or disposed of by the end of each workday must be consolidated, 

sufficiently wetted, and/or covered to prevent the offsite migration of dust or contaminants.  
 

4. Watering Dry Soil Areas  
a. All visibly dry, disturbed soil surface areas must be watered during work to minimize dust 

emissions.  
 

5. Trackout Prevention and Cleanup  
a. Trackout refers to dirt, dust, or debris left behind when vehicles or equipment drive from a site 

onto a public or private road.   
b. The property owner or contractor must prevent trackout from the site. Any trackout must be 

cleaned up immediately, especially at the entrances and exits to the site.  
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c. All visible trackout must be removed at the end of each workday.  Cleanup of trackout must be 
done with adequate wetting before or during the cleanup by either first misting it and manually 
sweeping it up or using a rotary brush or broom to prevent dust from spreading.  

d. Using blower devices or dry rotary brushes/brooms for removing trackout on any public or 
private road is strictly prohibited.  

  

Worker Protections Required by Law 
  
Under the California Division of Occupational Safety and Health (Cal/OSHA) and Division of Labor Standards 
Enforcement (Labor Commissioner’s Office) regulations, employers are responsible for ensuring the safety and 
fair payment of persons hired to clean up a property that has been burned or damaged by fire (wildfire or fire 
cleanup work), including employees, contractors, and domestic workers.  
 
Employers must follow state labor requirements which include (but are not limited to):  

• Providing NIOSH-approved and appropriate respiratory protection and personal protective equipment 
(PPE), free of charge, ensuring it fits properly, and workers are trained on how to use it correctly.  

• Providing potable water free of charge, rest, and shade to prevent heat illness.  
• Paying the minimum wage or higher for all hours worked.  

 
Any worker has the right to refuse or leave a work area if they believe it is unsafe. It is illegal for an employer 
to take action (e.g., cut hours, reduce pay, or fire) against a worker who refuses unsafe work or files a 
complaint.  
 
For more information about labor regulations, please reference our Workers’ Health & Safety Rights During 
Fire Cleanup Work Factsheet  
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