October 5, 2020
Dear Dr. Ferrer and the LA County Department of Public Health:
I am writing today to request a waiver to open Pressman Academy for on-site learning for K-2
students. As the Head of School, I have worked closely with a COVID-19 task force, with staff,
and with a medical advisory committee to plan for the safe reopening of our school. As
Governor Newsom noted, distance learning is hardest for our youngest learners, and we believe
that being in person - with all of the safety precautions in place - is important for the academic,
social and emotional well-being of our students. Our Education Cabinet, parents and community
are all eager for in-person instruction to begin. Our school program begins with early childhood
education for children ages 2-5, which has been operating safely since August 10th; with an
additional 130 students in grades K-2, we are able to meet or exceed Governor Newsom’s
requirements for reopening.
In May 2020, when it was apparent that the 2020-2021 school year would be impacted by
COVID, we convened three groups:
1) A COVID Task force comprised of administrators and lay leaders who covered medical,
legal, operational, financial, academic and facility expertise. This group met - and
continues to meet - weekly to plan for all aspects of the school opening. There are seven
school administrators and six parents on this task force (see Appendix B).
2) A Medical Advisory committee, which includes pediatric and family medicine doctors, a
member of the LA Department of Public Health, and medical professionals on the front
lines of fighting COVID. This group meets periodically, as needed, to work on various
policies and to shift our plans based on the latest research. There are five parents on
this task force.
3) An Educational Task Force, comprised of 11 staff members ranging from Kindergarten
through 8th grade who worked together weekly throughout the summer to provide
feedback on the school’s plans and to plan collaboratively for the fall.
The plans, as drafted by these three groups, were brought to our school’s board (the Education
Cabinet), to the staff as a whole, and to our parent community. In each of these Town Hall
meetings, school administration shared all of the details of our reopening plans and, in
collaboration with a doctor from the medical task force, answered questions in an hour-long
Q&A session. Staff, parents and community members who wanted more information were
encouraged to follow up with school administration privately, and we spent hours on the phone
or on Zoom answering questions from these stakeholder groups.

We know that opening schools in a pandemic is frightening, and we are truly appreciative of all
of the guidance and support the LADPH is offering to school leaders right now. Please know we
present these plans to you humbly and respectfully, confident that we have planned for the
safety of our students and staff as best we can.
Please find attached to this letter the following documents:
● Our school’s plans to reopen safely.
● Our school’s illness policy.
● A list of Task Force and Medical Task Force members.
● A video we created for staff members to show safety measures on campus.
● A letter signed by the majority of our staff members in support of our application.
● A letter signed by our Education Cabinet, the governing body of our school, in support of
our waiver application.
● A letter signed by the Parent Association Leadership in support of our waiver application.
● A completed K-12 School re-opening protocol checklist.

If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to reach out to me.
Warmly,
Dr. Erica Rothblum
Head of School

Appendix A: Reopening Protocols
Small, Stable Cohorts (Pods)
● Students have been divided into small groups, which will stay together for the entire
school day/week. These group sizes vary from 8 students-12 students in a small group -the group size is based on the number of students who can fit in a room when all 6’
apart.
● We have modified our schedule and activities calendar to eliminate all group mixing
activities. Although these have historically been a developmentally valuable component
of our program, we have eliminated them for the time being in the interest of maintaining
small and stable cohorts of students.
● Students will not transition between classrooms. Where appropriate, teachers will move
between pods of students.
● Classes that need a mixed group of students (such as electives) will take place by Zoom.
Physical distancing
● Desks in all classrooms will be separated by 6’ and will face the same direction.
● Outside play times are staggered so that no two groups are in the same place at the
same time.
● Classes will be held outside whenever possible, and the school is providing shade
structures for those spaces.
● Special events that involve the physical presence of parents and families, such as school
assemblies, class celebrations, parent/teacher conferences, Back to School Nights and
other large attendance events will take place virtually.
● All faculty meetings will be held virtually.
● Parents are not allowed in the school building and are restricted to the front courtyard,
which has been configured with stickers on the ground to indicate places to stand 6 feet
apart.
Entrance, Egress and Movement within the School
● There are two entrances to the school - we have created paths of travel so students can
maintain physical separation as walking into school/leaving school.
● Pressman will provide a circulation map so that students and employees can walk the
campus and stairwells to avoid face to face encounters.
● Stairwells and hallways will be one way during high-traffic times.
● We have purchased an app for dismissal and arrival so that students can be dismissed
from their classroom, preventing congregating in any common areas.
● Drop off and pick up procedures will limit staff contact with families at drop-off and
pick-up. We will ask that the same family member or designated person should drop off
and pick up the student every day.
● Students will eat in their pods, not in a common area. Outdoor play has been scheduled
such that only one group at a time is on one play area at a time.

●

●
●

Pressman classrooms will be spread out throughout campus. Classes will be held in the
Ganzberg School building, in the Temple Beth Am building, and in the Elbaz Family
Foundation Gymnasium.
The staff lounge will be closed until further notice.
Only one person may use the elevator at a time. Students will only be able to use the
elevator with a doctor’s note and will need to travel individually.

Cleaning and Disinfecting
● Cleaning and disinfecting of common spaces (restrooms, offices) is conducted regularly
on a schedule by school custodial staff.
● We have increased our custodial staffing to ensure we have adequate staffing for the
demands.
● Surfaces and objects that are frequently touched - including door handles, keypads,
copy machines, keyboards, faucets, sinks, elevator buttons, light switches and handrails,
as well as toys and class materials - are regularly cleaned, disinfected and sanitized.
● We are using hospital-grade cleaning products.
● Toys or classroom materials that need to be cleaned are set aside in a bin to be
disinfected each evening.
● Students will be given their own supplies & classroom materials to limit the sharing of
materials. Students will have labeled, individual supply boxes. Anything that is used by
more than one person will be disinfected in between uses.
● The school has installed Plexiglass partitions in areas such as the school office.
● We have installed touch-free sinks, toilets and paper towel dispensers in bathrooms and
classrooms and touch-free toilets in the bathrooms.
● Wall-mounted sanitizers are installed outside every classroom and common area.
● Hand sanitizer will be provided with at least 60% alcohol content.
● As we are a school that shares space with a synagogue, any space used by the
synagogue on weekends or after hours will be cleaned and sanitized before students
next arrive.
● Classroom desks will be wiped down at breaks in the day (by teachers wearing gloves or
by students cleaning their own desk, depending on the age group).
● Pillows and beanbag chairs have been removed from classrooms.
Airflow & Ventilation
● Doors and windows are propped open to increase air circulation.
● We have installed new air filters in the HVAC system and will replace them each month.
● We have measured the air turnover in our classrooms and will add portable filters where
needed
● We will only be using classrooms that have an outside air source and have taken other
classrooms offline (for example an interior classroom was turned into a one-person office
for an administrator).
Face coverings and other essential protective gear

●
●
●
●
●

Students are required to wear face masks at all times and to bring two extra face masks.
All students have been provided with one cloth mask.
Faculty and staff are required to wear a face mask at all times.
Faculty and staff are provided with PPE including disposable surgical masks, KN95
masks, face shields, gloves, outer covers (K and 1 teachers) and hand sanitizer.
Family members and caregivers are required to wear face masks or cloth face coverings
when dropping off or picking up students.

Health Screenings for Students and Staff
● The school has hired a school nurse.
● Staff and students will complete a self-screening survey each morning before coming to
school.
● All staff and students will have their temperature taken with a “No Touch” thermometer
before entering the school. Students and staff who pass the screening use hand
sanitizer before continuing on to their designated classroom. Students receive a stamp
to show they have passed the screening.
● Staff with symptoms or a fever leave the premises immediately, and call their primary
care provider. The School follows a symptom or test based strategy before they may
return to School according to CDC guidelines.
● Students with symptoms or a fever are isolated until a parent can pick them up. The
student is sent home immediately.
● Staff or students who have direct contact with an individual testing positive for
COVID-19 may not return to work/school for 14 days and must have a negative COVID
test within 24 hours of their return.
Testing of students and staff
● We have made an arrangement with a lab for pool testing of staff on a regular basis. To
date, we have tested ECC staff once or twice a week, each week we have been in
session.
● As testing technology becomes more advanced, we plan to expand regular testing to
students as well.
Sick Policy
● The Pressman Academy illness policy is attached. This policy meets or exceeds all of
the latest CDC and local guidelines.
Healthy hygiene practices
● Regular hand-washing sessions have been scheduled for all students. Each classroom
is equipped with a sink, soap and paper towels.
● Hand washing will take place at the beginning of the day, before and after meals, after
outside play, after using the restroom, and before and after classroom activities that
involve sharing supplies & materials, and after coughing and sneezing.
● Each sink area is equipped with CDC signage about proper handwashing protocols.

●

Touchless hand sanitizer dispensers are installed outside every classroom.

Hot Lunch & Snack
● Students will eat lunch in their pods. Students will eat outside.
● Students may order hot lunch or may bring lunch from home. All hot lunch orders will be
individually packaged and delivered to the student’s classroom.
● Food and drink may not be shared.
● Employees will not eat with others.
● Water fountains have been removed and bottle filling stations have been installed. All
children will bring their own water bottle to drink from.
Identification and tracing of contacts
● Daily attendance records of students, faculty and staff are maintained which can aid in
tracing of contacts.
● Two staff members have completed the Johns Hopkins training and are now Certified
Tracers.
● Any information on known contacts will be provided to LADPH as required.
Triggers for switching to distance learning
● If a student or teacher tests positive, any pod with direct contact will be sent home to
quarantine for 14 days.
Communication plans
● The School maintains a database with email addresses, home and mobile telephone
numbers of parents as well as emergency contacts.
● The School is able to communicate with parents individually, by grade or collectively via
email, phone and text message.
● In the event of a student or staff infection confirmed by a positive COVID-19 test, the
following procedure is followed:
● The school will work with the infected individual to confirm they are under medical
care and have a plan to self isolate according to the County’s health protocol.
● The school will confirm that other members of the household who are also part of
the school community remain at home in self-quarantine per County Health
guidelines.
● The students who have been in close contact to the confirmed case within 48
hours of symptom onset or a positive test, whichever comes first, will be required
to quarantine for 14 days from the date of exposure. “Close contact” is defined as
being within 6 feet for more than 15 minutes with someone who has tested
positive for COVID-19, or is suspected to have COVID-19.
● The school will notify local health officials and family members of known
infections while maintaining privacy.
● The school will clean and sanitize affected areas.

●
●

The school will defer to local health officials' guidance on closing and/or
quarantine.
Please note that we are required to maintain the privacy of health and medical
information for all individuals at all times per the ADA and FERPA laws.

Appendix B: COVID Task Force
Task Force Members
Erica Rothblum, Head of School (chair)
Dr. Jennifer Elad (co-chair)
BJ Elias (co-chair)
Angie Bass
Elyssa Elbaz
Elham Makabi
Aaron Marzwell
Shara Peters
Yonatan Rosner
Dr. Zachary Rubin
Deenie Silberstein
Sarah Tannenbaum
Eric Weissman
Medical Advisory Committee
Dr. Mark Benor
Dr. Ilanit Brook, MD, MSHS -- Children’s Hospital, Pediatrics and Pediatric Palliative Medicine
Dr. Jennifer Elad, DNP, ACNP -- Cedars Sinai Hospital, Undiagnosed Disease Center
Dr. Andrea Kasowitz, DO -- Clinical Medical Director of Camp Ramah in California
Dr. Zachary Rubin, MD -- LA County Public Health
Teacher Task Force
Shara Peters, Principal
Yonatan Rosner, Judaic Studies Principal
Stacy Bernstein, Kindergarten
Diana Braham, Middle School
Karen Geiger, 5th Grade
Elizabeth Halpern, 4th Grade
Whitney Keats, 1st Grade
Shira Landau, Middle School
Deena Messinger, 5th Grade
Marci Rogozen, 4th & 5th Grade
Gwen Rosenthal, Middle School
Julie Schimmel, 3rd Grade
Shannon Weissman, Kindergarten

PRESSMAN ACADEMY STUDENT ILLNESS POLICY
Revised July 2020

Providing a safe and healthy learning environment is Pressman Academy’s first priority. In light of the
COVID-19 pandemic, we are introducing an enhanced student illness policy for the 2020-21 academic
year:
Student Illness
Students should not come to school (and will be sent home from school) if they have any of the following:
● a fever of 100.4 degrees or higher
● vomiting, persistent coughing, dizziness, or extreme lethargy
● a confirmed COVID-19 diagnosis or symptoms consistent with COVID-19, including persistent
cough, sore throat, shortness of breath, fatigue, muscle/body aches, loss of taste or smell, and
diarrhea
● communicable diseases including chickenpox (varicella), influenza, and strep throat (streptococcal
infection)
● close contact with a confirmed case of COVID-19. Per the CDC, “close contact” is defined as having
close (within 6.6 ft [2 m]) and prolonged (≥15 minutes) contact with a COVID-19 patient.
If your child should fall ill while at school, you will be contacted and asked to promptly pick up your child. A
child exhibiting COVID symptoms will be kept in isolation at school until you arrive. Please know that we
understand the disruption to your schedule when you have to pick up a child unexpectedly, and the health
of our community is dependent on parents’ timely arrival.
In addition, parents are required to inform the school if someone in their household tests positive for
COVID-19 or has symptoms consistent with COVID. If your child has been in close contact with someone
who tests positive, they should stay home and quarantine for 14 days, while they attend classes remotely.
Returning to School
If your child is sick, we request that you bring them to see a physician and to contact the school with the
results from that doctor’s visit. F or the 2020-21 year, a physician’s clearance will be required for all school
re-admittances following illness.
● Non-COVID illnesses: Students with non-COVID-19 illnesses can return to school with both of:
o Physician’s written clearance note, a
 nd
o 24 hours of being fever-free (without fever-reducing medications), vomit-free and/or
diarrhea-free (as applicable)
● COVID-19: Students with COVID-19 can return to school with:
o Physician’s written clearance, and
o Either:
1. 10 days have passed after symptoms first appeared, all respiratory symptoms have
resolved, and at least 72 hours have passed since the last fever (without the use of
fever-reducing medications), o
 r
2. Two negative RT-PCR COVID tests, at least 24 hours apart.
Note: A COVID antibody test will not replace the requirements for home quarantine.

COVID-19 and Student Pods
All students in the same pod with a child that has a confirmed case of COVID-19 will be presumed to have
had “close contact” with the affected child.
● ECC through Second Grade: a pod will be informed if a student is ill with COVID-19 related
symptoms, but students will only be sent home to quarantine for 14 days if a student has a
confirmed COVID-19 test.
● Grades 3-8: a pod will be sent home to quarantine for 14 days if a student is ill with COVID-19
related symptoms. If the child with the suspected case tests positive, the pod will continue with their
quarantine. If the child with the suspected case tests negative twice, the pod can return to school.
Note: Students will not be sent home if someone tests positive in another pod.
In the cases of COVID-19 or communicable diseases such as chickenpox or measles, families in the
applicable grade level will be informed of the situation.

