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Parents: Please provide this notice to your child’s health care provider when seeking the pertussis vaccination (Tdap) or documentation of a previous dose of Tdap vaccine that was provided to your child.  
Dear Health Care Provider:

Your patient (child’s name __________________________________), has come to you for the pertussis vaccination, Tdap, or for documentation of a previous dose of this vaccine. 
For the 2011-2012 school year, by law, all students entering into 7th, 8th, 9th, 10th, 11th or 12th grades are required to show proof that they received a pertussis vaccination (Tdap) to attend school (Assembly Bill 354).  The “Td” vaccine will not satisfy this requirement.  Only one dose of Tdap vaccine is needed to meet the requirement. The minimum age for receipt of Tdap to meet this requirement is 7 years when it is used to complete a pertussis vaccination series in an under-vaccinated child 7 through 10 years of age.  Most children, however, receive Tdap at 11 through 12 years of age.
If your patient has not yet received the Tdap vaccine, you can vaccinate him/her today and then provide documentation for the parent or child to take to the school.  There is no longer a requirement that you wait a minimal interval since the child’s last tetanus or diphtheria toxoid-containing vaccine (MMWR, January 14, 2011/60;13-15). 
The documentation or shot record must clearly indicate that Tdap, not Td, was given.  

For additional information regarding the California Middle and High School Requirement, please visit www.publichealth.lacounty.gov/ip or www.shotsforschool.org.  Thank you! 

Pertussis Vaccination (Tdap) Toolkit for Schools 





Notice to Healthcare Providers Template  





This customizable template was provided by the Los Angeles County Department of Public Health. Please feel free to customize this notice and encourage students/parents to give it to the health care provider when seeking Tdap vaccinations.  


To download additional resources visit � HYPERLINK "http://www.publichealth.lacounty.gov/ip/school/pertussisforschool.htm" �www.publichealth.lacounty.gov/ip/school/pertussisforschool.htm�.
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