Recreational Waters Program

New Public Swimming Pool Enclosure Allowances

The Department of Public Health (DPH) has revised its allowances for public swimming pool enclosures and for the
provision of amenities within the enclosure of a public swimming pool. The intention of the pool enclosure is to prevent
drownings of children by ensuring that the swimming pool is inaccessible to children not accompanied by an adult.

The California Building Code requires at least four (4) feet of unobstructed deck space be available around a public

swimming pool to provide a clear area to provide access for rescuers and to provide an area to perform CPR to any
drowning victim.

Based on these requirements, DPH will consider approval of the following during the plan review process:

1. The area around the pool enclosure must be a public walkway or area open to the public and may not have
planters or other structures that can be climbed within 5 feet of the fence. See Figure 1.
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2. Windows may be installed within a
building wall that serves as the
swimming pool enclosure provided that
the windows are located in a public area
under the control of the pool owner and
are permanently prevented from
opening wide enough to allow the
passage of a four (4) inch sphere. »
See Figure 2. e
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3. The wall of a building on the same property separating a private area from the pool may have an
unopenable window serve as part of the enclosure of the pool. There may be no direct access route
from the private space to the pool enclosure. See Figure 3A.

Any balconies along pool enclosure walls must be located over ten (10) feet above the pool deck and
shall be designed to deter jumping or diving into the pool or spa. See Figure 3B.
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4. The pool deck of a rooftop pool must be located over ten (10) feet above any patios or balconies. A
roof top pool must have a barrier at least 42” high separating the pool deck from the building edge to
prevent pool users from falling off the deck. See Figures 4A & 4B. Note: Any changes to a private
balcony/patio or public area adjacent to the building edge that reduces the distance to less than ten
feet separation or introduces a climbable structure will require a 5’ tall pool enclosure to be installed.

LANDSCAPING GUARDRAIL

I POOL I

GREATER THAN

Figure 4A

3-6"
MIN

10! " 0ll
MIN

PRIVATE BALCONY /
PATIO OR PUBLIC AREA

Figure 4B

Los Angeles County Department of Public Health 4 Environmental Health
5050 Commerce Drive, Baldwin Park, CA 91706 « (888) 700-9995
www.publichealth.lacounty.gov/eh

October 2019

COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES
=
Public Health


http://www.publichealth.lacounty.gov/eh

Recreational Waters Program

5. Indoor pool lounges with a view of the pool may be AMMENITIES N POOL LOUNGE:
. L. . © MEN/WOMEN RESTROOM, SHOWERS & LOCKEROOM
provided for pool users when similar amenities are « SEATING ACCESS DOOR ALLOWED
. * PING PONG TABLE OR GAME TABLE IF MEETS ENCLOSURE
offered outside of the pool enclosure for non-pool « KITCHENETTE REQUIREMENTS
users.
O
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Indoor pool lounges must remain accessible to all _\1 RESTROOM
pool users whenever the pool is open (i.e., no ;]
locked doors between the pool and the lounge). . 00 [1 =4
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to have a view of the pool. TO ALL POOL USERS

—NO LOCKABLE
DOORS BETWEEN
LOUNGE AND POOL

Pool enclosure entry/exits within the pool lounge —
area must open to a public area and have code e e —
compliant doors. See Figure 5.
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6. A hotel may provide food and drink to pool users J[\ POOL ENCLOSURE
via an approved satellite food service facility BAR
located within the pool enclosure. See Figure 6 I
The satellite food facility must be operated by 1

the permitted restaurant located on the same
property under the same ownership. Refer to the
California Retail Food Code for more information
on satellite food service facilities.

BAR
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7. Barbeques and fire pits may be allowed within the pool enclosure when: similar amenities are offered
outside of the pool enclosure for non-pool users; they are located so they do not obstruct required
clear deck space; and they are located to provide a clear view of the pool. See Figure 7
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